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Syllabus
Course: DO501 X1 (SP 2009)
Title: Basic Christian Doctrine
Hours: 3.00
Published: Yes, on 01/13/2009
Prerequisites:
None
Department: Doctrine
Faculty: Dr. Jason Vickers

Email: jason.vickers@asburyseminary.edu
Office: EXL EXL
SPO:
Meetings:
During 02/09/2009 to 05/22/2009 Online via ExL.
Maximum Registration: 22
Catalog Description: An introductory course that bases the theological formation of students upon biblical data as well as
upon the classical Christian tradition, contemporary theology, and Wesleyan theological distinctives with a view to helping
students grasp the importance of theology for the practice of ministry. ST501 is a recommended preparatory course.

Objectives:
By the end of the course students will:

l. Have developed a working Christian doctrinal vocabulary that will support further study in theology and related disciplines.

2. Have grasped the vital connection between Christian doctrine, the Christian life, and the practice of Christian ministry.

3. Have been introduced to all the major areas in the study of Christian theology and doctrine, e.g., the doctrine of the Trinity, Christology, pneumatology or the
doctrine of the Holy Spirit, ecclesiology or the doctrine of the Church, and the like.

4. Be able to articulate the distinctive doctrinal emphases of the Wesleyan-Arminian theological tradition, e.g., the doctrines of prevenient grace and entire
sanctification.

5. Have further cultivated the worship and love of God with one's own mind and, as a result, have further developed intellectual and theological virtues that are
distinctively Christian.

Required Texts:
The texts required for this course are as follows:
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A. Colin Gunton, ed., The Cambridge Companion to Christian Doctrine
(Cambridge University Press)
B. Jason E. Vickers, Invocation and Assent (Eerdmans)
C. Luke Timothy Johnson, The Creed (Image)

NOTE WELL: All texts will be available from the bookstore. If you have questions about the texts, please contact the
seminary bookstore.

Evaluation:
The following are the assignments for this class and their relative weights in determining the final grade for the course.

A. Course Evaluations:

1. Class participation
a) This course will be divided into modules that revolve around weekly questions related to the reading assignments. These
assignments CAN NOT be completed in advance (questions will not be made available in advance). More information will be
given during the first week of class.
b) Substantive participation means you analyze, digest and question the subject matter under discussion (through lectures,
reading assignments, and research). It also requires you actively to communicate your thoughts, experiences, and ideas.
c) You are encouraged to challenge your own and your classmates' perspectives in a constructive and professional way.
Specific instructions will be given concerning classroom participation in the online environment.

2. Sermon/Church School Lesson
Each student will write either a sermon or prepare a Church
School lesson that aims to educate parishioners on the theological
importance of the doctrine of the Trinity. The student may wish
to envision this project as something that she or he will actually
use on Trinity Sunday (see the Church Calendar). The sermon or
Church School lesson is to be no less than four and no more than
six pages in length.

3. Credo
Each student will write a 12-15 page credo. This project will be due at the end of the semester. Specific instructions will be
given in class.

B. Method of Determining Grade:
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The grade will be calculated in the following way:
Credo 25%
Sermon/Church School Lesson 25%
Weekly Participation 50%

Total 100%
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